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LIBRARY GUIDE
MLA BIBLIOGRAPHY CITATION STYLE

This handout is designed to help you prepare a bibliography in the Modern Language Association
publication style, commonly referred to as MLA. The samples provided below are in the correct format
for MLA. If you have questions about this handout or need assistance on a different style, please check
with a reference librarian.

The bibliography refers to the listing of resources consulted in researching for a paper. In the MLA
style the heading for a bibliography is "Works Cited”. The MLA format begins the first line at the
left margin, then indents five spaces for additional lines in each entry. You should double space
within an entry and double space between entries.

MLA Style-Works Cited
(numbers refer to sections of MLA Handbook)

AUTHOR(S), EDITOR(S), EDITION, BOOKS

No Author (4.6.11.) Diseases. Springhouse, PA: Nursing84 Books, 1983.

One Author. (4.6.1.) Nathan, Andrew J. China’s Crisis: Dilemmas of Reform. New
York: Columbia University Press, 1990.

Two Authors (4.6.4.) Jackson, Bruce and Diane Christian. Death Row. Boston:
Beacon Press, 1980.

Three Authors (4.6.4.) Linn, Matthew, Sheila Fabricant, and Dennis Linn. Healing the
Eight Stages of Life. New York: Paulist Press, 1988.

More than Three Authors Sakakibara, Shigeki, et. al. The Japanese Stock Market. New

(4.6.4.) York: Praeger, 1988.

Corporate Author American Hospital Association. American Hospital Association

(4.6.6.) Guide to the Health Care Field. Chicago: AHA, 1988.

Editor (4.6.2.) Adams, Michael, ed. The Middle East. New York: Facts on File,
1987.



Author and Editor or
Translator (4.6.13.)

Edition (4.6.14.)

Cavafy, C.P. C.P. Cavafy: Collected Poems. Trans. Edmund
Keeley and Phillip Sherrard. Ed. George Savidis. Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1975.

Anderson, Ronald H. Selecting and Developing Media for
Instruction. 2nd ed. Cincinnati: Van Nostrand Reinhold
Company, 1983.

Book in Chaucer, Geoffrey. The Worlds of Geoffrey Chaucer. Ed.
several volumes W.W. Skeat. 2™ ed. Vol. 1. Oxford: Clarendon Press,
(4.6.15.) 1963. 4 vols.

ESSAY IN A COLLECTION

Essay or article
in a collection
(4.6.7.)

Thoreau, Henry David. “Civil Disobedience.” Walden and
Other Writings of Henry David Thoreau. New York:
Random House, 1950. 18-25.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION

Bulletin or
Government
publication
(4.6.21.)

United States. Cong. Office of Technology Assessment.
Criminal Justice: New Technologies and the Constitution
Special Report. 39 Cong., 2" sess. Washington: GPO,
1988.

ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES (4.6.8.)

(familiar reference books)

Signed or
Initialed

Unsigned

(Unfamiliar reference
Books)

Specific Definition in
Dictionary

Aspaturian, Vernon V. “Armenia.” Encyclopedia Americana Interna-
tional Edition. 1990 ed.

“Phrygia.” Encyclopedia Americana International Edition. 1990 ed.

Rasmusson, Ann M. and Dennis S. Charney. “Posttraumatic Therapy.”
Encyclopedia of Stress. Ed. George Fink. 3 Vols. San Diego:
Academic Press, 2000.

“Presence.” Def lc. The Oxford English Dictionary. 2™ ed. 1989.

PERIODICAL ARTICLES (paper copy, not electronic)

Magazine
article (signed) (4.7.6.)

Reese, Jennifer. “Other Kuwaits?”” Fortune 11 Feb. 1991:1.



Magazine “Island of Trouble.” The Economist 12 Mar. 1988:53.
article (unsigned) (4.7.9.)

Journal Lillard, Henry W. “Teaching Art to Elementary Students.” Journal of
article (continuous Education 64 (1985): 325-335.

paging throughout

volume) (4.7.1.)

Journal article Martin, Rita J. “Business Ethics: Who Cares?”” The Bulletin of the
(new paging Association for Business Communication. 53.2 (1990): 4-6.

each issue) (4.7.2.)

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

Newspaper Broder, John M. “New Los Angeles Cathedral Evokes Survival in
article (signed) (4.7.5.) Adversity.” New York Times 30 Aug. 2002. National ed.: A1+.
Newspaper or “The Law Learns from the Kurds.” Editorial. New York Times 14 Apr.
editorial article 1991. National Midwest ed.: E18.

(unsigned) (4.7.10)

Review (4.7.7.) Snow, Robert F. “At Home.” Review of The American Family by
Elizabeth D. Garrett. American Heritage May-June 1991:110.

UNPUBLISHED AND MISCELLANEOUS

Interview (4.8.7.) Johnson, R. Personal interview. 8 July 2002.

Television or radio “Families of Alcoholics.” Narr. Geraldo Rivera. 20/20. Prod.

program (4.9.9.a.) ABC News. 20/20. ABC. WIJRT, Flint. 12 Dec. 1983.

See also (4.8.1.)

Sound Recording- Schubert, Franz. String Quartets Sound Recording. Prague String

CD (4.8.2.) Quartet. Denon, 1987.

Film or Video Beowulf and the Roots of Anglo-Saxon Poetry. By Pauline Rush.

Recording (4.8.3.) Dir. Bob Carruthers. Video Cassette. Films for the Humanities,
1999.

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

Web Site. Professional or personal (4.9.2¢)

Format Author(s) (if provided). Name of Web Site. Date
of Posting or Revision. Name of Institution or Organization
Associated with the Site. Date of Access <URL network address>.




Example

Article Within a Web Site

Format (4.9.2.b.)

Example (4.9.2.b.)

Online Periodical Article

Scholarly Journal
(4.9.4.2.)

Newspaper (4.9.4.b.)

Article in a magazine
(4.94.c.)

The Religious movements Homepage (@ the Univeristy of Virginia.
Ed. Jeffrey K. Hadden. 28 June 1999. University of Virginia.
9 Sept. 2002 http://religiousmovements.lib.virginia.edu/

Author(s) (if provided) “Article Title.” Name of Web Site. Editor(s), if
applicable. Date of Posting or Revision. Name of Institution or
Organization Associated with the Site. Date of access <URL
network address>.

Lennen, Gerald and Mark Rajock. “What is the Theory of
Evolution.” Creation Science. 9 Sept. 2002
<http://emporium.turnpike.net/C/cs/index.htm>

Fauske, Janice R. “Preparing School Leaders: Understanding,
Experiencing and Implementing Collaboration.” International
Electronic Journal for Leadership in Learning. 6.6 (2002).

9 Sept. 2002. http://www.ucalgary.ca~iejll.

Stern, Seth. “A Boxer Forges Bonds with Troubled Teens.”
Christian Science Monitor. 10 Sept. 2002. 9 Sept. 2002.
http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/0910/p.17s01-lecs.html

Stossel, Sage. “Elvis One More Time.” Atlantic Unbound
13 Aug. 2002. 23 Sept. 2002.
<http://www.theAtlantic.com/unbound/flashbks/elvis.htm>

FULL TEXT MAGAZINE ARTICLE FROM A DATABASE SUCH AS FIRST SEARCH —

(WILSON SELECT, ETC.) OR INFOTRAC (GENERAL REFERENCE CENTER GOLD)

Magazine Format
(4.9.7.)

Example from
InfoTrac

Journal Article Format
(4.9.7.)

Example from
FIRSTSEARCH

Author’s name (if given). “Title of Article.” Name of Magazine.
Date of publication: pages. Name of Database. Name of the
Service. Name of local library. Date of Access. <URL of the
Service’s Home Page>.

Overman, Stephanie. “Rise and Sigh.” HR Magazine. May 1999.
18 Sept. 2002. General Reference Center Gold. InfoTrac. SAU
Library. http://infotrac.galegroup.com/.

Author’s Name. “Title of Article.” Name of Journal. Volume.
Issue (year). Name of Database. Name of Service. Name of
local library. Date of Access. <URL of the Service’s Home
Page>.

Gaylor, Erika E., Beth L. Goodlin-Jones, Thomas F. Anders.
“Classification of Young Children’s Sleep Problems: A
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Pilot Study.” Journal of the American Academy of Child
And Adolescent Psychiatry. 40.1 (2001): 61-7. Wilson
Select PLUS. FirstSearch. SAU Library. 19 Sept. 2002.
http://www.newfirstsearch.oclc.org.

If a source you used doesn't fit any of these examples, you can check the MLA Handbook for
Writers of Research Papers or Spring Arbor University English Department Research Writing
Guide, both available at the Reference Desk.

DON’T GO AWAY EMPTY HANDED!!! If you are having trouble locating what you need, just ask for
a reference librarian. We are here to help!

9/02

g:\handouts\mlastyle






